
 
8th July 2019 

Dear Parent/Guardian 

Activity and Sports Day 

On Friday 12th July, it is our Activity and Sports Day. Students should wear their Manchester Academy sports kit during 
the day, including trainers, so that they can be involved in activity during the day. This year we have a host of activities 
available to students and want all our students involved. The day will be a mixture of traditional sports, some new 
sporting events and a host of activities to engage the students’ creativity. Please make sure your child has a drinks 
bottle available and applies sunscreen if the weather is hot. On Friday 12th July, the Academy will finish earlier at 
1.40pm for students. 

As we approach the end of term, I would like to remind you of key information once again in preparation for the start 
of the Autumn term 2019. Next year we are developing even further our focus and attention on the 95% of students 
who do well every day and are planning a calendar of events throughout the year for students with excellent ‘Attitude 
to Learning’ scores. 

Key information: For Parents, Students and Carers: 

Next year, we will build on the success achieved this year and the information below clarifies once again our key 
priorities for Autumn 2019: 

The Respect Room system, where students who do not comply with our rules are sent, will continue and students sent 
to this room automatically lose their next social time – be it break, lunch time or after school. This has had a positive 
impact on the students 

Mobile phones: Next year, students will be allowed to bring phones to school, at their own risk, but with a new change 
to the rules: phones need to be switched off and out of sight throughout the school day to avoid confiscation. This 
rule applies to music players, speakers and headphones. If students bring in phones to school they should not be seen 
or heard during the school day. If phones are seen or heard they will be confiscated until the end of the day. If students 
hand their phone over it will be returned to them at the end of the day, if students are defiant the phone will only be 
returned to a parent or carer. 

Fizzy drinks: these are banned from school – Lucozade, soft drinks etc. are full of sugar and not healthy for students 
and do not help them to behave. Energy drinks of any description are banned as the research makes clear they are 
damaging for young people. 

Uniform: 

Once again, there are no changes to the uniform requirements for next year, as detailed below, but we are continuing 
to focus on exceptionally high standards of presentation. Students must return to school in September in their full 
school uniform. 

For September: All students are expected to wear the full school uniform as listed below at all times: 

• Navy blazer with school badge – the royal blue blazer is no longer available, for new blazers only the navy 
blazer can be purchased 

• The old royal blue school jumpers are not to worn instead of blazers – all students must wear a blazer to 
school. Some students have the old royal blue jumper and try to wear this rather than a blazer and this is no 
longer permitted 

• White shirt or blouse (tucked in with top button fastened- essential) 
• Boys’ black tailored school trousers with black or grey socks 
• Girls’ black skirt (not rolled up!) or black tailored trousers with black tights or black socks 
• School tie in the correct year group colour- to be worn with the tie pushed up to shirt collar 



 
• Belts should be appropriate, plain and functional 

Footwear 

• Students are to wear plain black school shoes only (footwear must not have coloured emblems, logos, stripes 
or patterns) 

• Students should not wear canvas shoes or trainers – only plain leather/leather look shoes 
• Students should not wear shoes with anything more than a 20mm heel and all shoes must be safe and sturdy 

Outdoor Clothing 

• All outdoor coats should be plain and practical for school and taken off in the school building 
• No ‘hoodies’, tracksuit tops or sweatshirts are allowed at all in the Academy – at ANY time, including breaks 

and lunchtime and will be confiscated if worn after morning registration 
• Plain black scarf, gloves/hat may be worn on the way to/from school during cold weather 

Make Up 

Make-up should not be worn in years 7, 8 and 9 but may be discreetly applied from year 10 onwards. 

Jewellery 

Students are permitted to wear one pair of small studs/hoops in their ear lobe. No other jewellery or piercings should 
be worn to the Academy. 

Other Key Matters: 

• Tattoos, body piercing and other forms of ‘body art’ are inappropriate for children under 16 and will not be 
allowed in school and maybe seen as a safeguarding issue 

• Any item which may cause harm or be unsafe must not be brought into the Academy 
• Selling items within the Academy is not permitted and may lead to serious sanctions if attempted 

Equipment Rationale 

• School Bag – a  rucksack style bag, worn across both shoulders or a satchel 
• Pencil Case - This is essential to help with organisation 
• Pens - Please have at least one black and one blue pen at all times 
• Pencils, eraser and ruler. These are essential for producing high quality work in a number of curriculum areas. 

The Academy needs your support in upholding our high standards of appearance and conduct by ensuring your 
son/daughter adheres to the rules and expectations outlined above. Please note that any student not meeting the 
expectations detailed in this letter with be addressed using appropriate sanctions in line with the school’s Behaviour 
for Learning Policy. 

Attendance and Punctuality. This remains a key requirement at all times. School begins at 8.30am for students. Once 
again, please encourage your son or daughter to recognise the value of having both excellent attendance and 
punctuality records as these attributes are essential for success now and beyond school. Several Y11 students this year 
did not secure their preferred College place as their attendance was below 95%. As you are aware, absence from 
school results in lost learning time and every period of absence really does disadvantage our students. Our school 
attendance target is 96% attendance as a minimum - any level of attendance that is lower than this will hinder 
progress. 

We finish for the summer holiday on Friday 19th July at the end of period 3 and return to the Academy on September 
4th (Y7 Only) and September 5th for all other year groups. 



 
Thank you so much to all our families for their support during my first year at the Academy, it has been much 
appreciated. I know you will back us in the ‘transformational journey’ that Ofsted recognised as we continue to 
improve the Academy for our students. 

Best wishes, 

 

Mr J. Eldon, Principal 


